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Baby's First ... Web Site?
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MEW Y ORI -- [n today's world, pretty
tnuch evervone and anyone can find
theirvoice on the Internet -- even
those who can't vet talk.
LOVERTISEMENTS
Baby Weh sites are the |atest craze for _
parents looking to share their child's Mortgage Rates at 4.65%
photos and first steps with family and F170,000 loan for $656/month. See Mew Payment - Mo S5M Rod.
friends. Sites such as Save Mow!
BabyHomePages net allow parents to Refinance LeadSteps.com
biuild their baby a homepage free of

charge.
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Johnson, president of sy HouseN alues com
BabyHomeFPages.net. "wWe see a lot of
tmid to late 20's moms, single EUY & LINK HERE

teenage motms, aunts and uncles,
and even grandparents whao have
learned to create a site”

The majority of users have long-distance friends and family and are "a little more tech sawsy than the average
Joe " said Johnson. Based in Charlotte, Morth Caroling, BahyHomeFages. net has about 20,000 clients, and
expects to grow by 30% in 2008,

Another company, TotSites, based in Seattle, Washington, boasts of having several hundred new sign-ups
every day.

"Moms tend to talk, so business grows in spurts " said Brian Vannoy, owner of TotSites. "Mothers network
with ather mathers, so our husiness grows by word of mouth. Moms who don't have a way to share their
hahy's pictures realize the Internet is a greatway to stay connected.”
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Sites with up to 60 photos and advertizements
are free, while TotSites premium service that
allows 2500 photos costs $29 a year and
premium plus accounts with video capahilities
cost $39 avear. Sites can be password protected
S0 parents don't have to worry about unauthorized
YiEWElS.
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Some family members hawve created their own
haby Weh sites using Blogger and other free
platforms. Melanie Brooks, a newy aunt and
freelance writer based in Orono, Maine, hegan a
y w4 hlog she calls MyMaineBaby for her niece, Ayda.
* & % & %k "I had no idea this was popular,” Brooks said. "l
had blogged before, and | started [this blog]
hecause [Ayda's father's family] lives so far aweay,
and his sisterwas deployved in lrag. They weren't
able to he here for all the events, and | wanted the whaole family to see what Ayda was up to"

Baby MySpace

Brooks wants the blog to serve as an"online journey through life" that Ayda can refer to when she gets older.

"y mom used to keep a journal of all the funny things we did when we were little," Brooks said. "And | love
reading it hecause it's hilarious. | hope one day [Ayda) will ook back on this and laugh.”

[nterestingly, Brooks writes the blog from Ayda's perspective, and posts twice a week

“It's funnier this way, because nobody cares what | have to say." she said. "Just the thought that a baby is
weriting & blog is so ridiculous--she can't even speak, but she's blogging? Which is more fun to read -- "Ayda
has a new toath,' ar, 'OMG, | hawve been throwing up all day because | have four new teeth and they o™



